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SIGNS OF THE TIMES
VOL. I. BOSTOX, MARCH 3O9 1840. IVO. I.

MR. MILLER'S REPLY TO CAMBELL, 
SMITH, AND OTHERS, ON THE LIT­ 
TLE HORN IN DANIEL'S FOURTH 
KINGDOM.
" And out of ope of them cane forth a little horn, which 

naxed exceeding great, toward the sonlb, and toward the 
east, and toward the pleasant land-"—Dan. viii. 9.

I. We might inquire what power this ",lit­ 
tle horn " represents ? I answer : The Romans, 
or Daniel's 4th kingdom, as explained by the 
heavenly messenger, Dan. vii. 2->—26, " Thus 
he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth 
kingdom- upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole 
earth, and shall tread it down and break it in 
pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom 
are ten kings that shall arise : and another shall 
rise after them, and he shall be diverse from.4ne 
first, and he shall subdue three kings. And he 
shall speak great words against the most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the most High, 
;ind think to change times and laws: and they 
* ; aH be given into his hand, until a time, times, 
and the dividing- of time. But the judgment 
^hall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, 
to consume and to destroy it unto the end."

Messrs. Smith, CtMnbetl, and Phelps say it is 
Mahomet. What right they have for giving a 
different construction, without any -intimation 
from God,-tfa». angel or Daniel, I, cannot 
conceive: bat when men have false theories Ho 
support, they must explain to suit their conven­ 
ience.

The text says, "out of one of them,*1 mean­ 
ing one of the four kingdoms into which Alex­ 
ander's was divided, " came forth a. little horn." 
Rollin says,*" that these four kingdoms all be­ 
came Roman provinces between the years 148 
and 30 B. C." Of course they ceased to be 
kingdoms. And as this little htirn, "came out 
of one of them," it must have arose before 
Christ, instead of 6S2 years after Christ, when 
Mahomet arose. [See Rollm, vol. iv. pp. 210, 
246,264,377.]

The angel says,. Dan. vm. 10, " It waxed 
great even to the host of heaven." Now if host 
of heaven means the Jews, then it must be be­ 
fore they were cut oiTas a nation, and of course 
the Mahometan power cannot be the " little

a." For God has cut off the lews, and said, 
will no more have mercy upon tfie house of 

Israel; but I will utterly take them away. For 
•v are not my people, and I will not be your 

>; i^." Hosea i. 6,9. "For the Lord God 
slay thee, [Jews] and call his servants by" 

another name." Isa, Ixv. 15. They cannot, 
then, wax great to the host of heaven nearly 600 
years after they are not the host of htaven* If 
they should say it means the Christian church, 
jheri I ask, What is meant by the place of his 
sanctuary? See llth verse, "Yea, he [little 
horn] magnified himself even to the prince of 
the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was tak­ 
en away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast 
down." Who is the prince of the host? Not 
the high priest, as Mr:, Cambell says; for the 
priesthood was abolished many centuries be- 
fore Mahomet lived. What is the place of his

sanctuary? They must and will answer, if 
they answer at all, Jeritsalem. And Jerusalem 
w,as cast down by the Romans 550 years before 
Mahomet lived. How can these things be?

Again; The angel says, Dan. viii. 23," And 
in the fatter time of their Kingdom," [the four 
kingdom's of Alexander's empire, the last of 
which was destroyed, as Rollin has, shown, 30 
years B. C.] ," when the transgressors are 
come to the full." That is, when the Jews are 
come to the height of their transgression, in the 
cup of abominations,. God will sufler them 
to make a league with the Romans, or little 
horn. And " a king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding dark sentences, shall stand up," 
meaning Rome, for Mahomet did not exist until 
550 -years after the Je\ys were destroyed for 
their transgressions. Moses explains this,Deut. 
xxviii..49, 50, "The Lord shall bring a nation 
against thee from far", from the end of the earth, 
as swift as the eagle fUevh; a nation whose 
tongue thou shalt not understand ; a nation of 
fierce countenance, which shall not regard the 
person of the old nor show favor to the young." 
All commentators agree that Moses is prophe- 
cying the destruction of the city of Jerusalem by 
the Romans. If so, then is Daniel prophecying 
the same, for the characters and descriptions are 
the same.

Verse-24. M *i»*M& power sftall be mighty, 
out not by his own power." Now this is repre­ 
senting the Roman kingdom in its last part, 
papacy, as in the vision of the little horn, Dan. 
vii.- 25. " And they shall be given into his 
hand" not by his own power. Here is an agree­ 
ment with the little horn of papacy, and agrees 
with the ten horns giving up. their power to the 
papal beast. See Rev. xvii. 13,17., "These 
have one mind, and shall give their power and 
strength unto the beast. For God hath put in 
their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and 
give their kingdom unto the beast, until the 
words of God shall be fulfilled."

"And he shall destroy wonderfully, and, shall 
prospe^ and practice, and shall destroy the 
mighty and the holy people" Mahomet certainly 
did bear rule by his own power, he governed by 
his own,laws, and, as John tells us, he was not 
raised up to destroy green things ; [the people 
of the Holy One] "but only those men wbo have 
not the seal of God in their foreheads." Rev. ix. 
4. " And it was commanded them that they 
should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither 
any green thing, neither any tree; but only 
those men which have not the seal of God in 
their foreheads."

Dan. viii. 25. " And through his policy also 
he shall cause craft to-prosper in his hand, and he 
shall magnify himself in his heart." _ Compare 
this with the little .horn efpapacy. Dan. vii. 25, 
"And he shall speak great words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 
Most High, and think to change times and laws: 
and they shall be given into his hand,, until a 
time, times, and the dividing of time.*' 2Thes. 
ii. 4," Who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped;

so that he, as God, sitteth in the tetnple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God."

Rev.13: 4—6 ''And they worshipped the drag­ 
on which gaye power unto the beast; and they 
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto 
the beast ? who is able to make war whhJiim ! 
And there was given unto him a mouth speak­ 
ing great things, and blasphemies; and power 
was given unto him to continue forty and two 
months. And he opened his mouth in blasphe­ 
my against God, to blaspheme bis trame, and 
his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven/' 
*l And by peace shall destroy mtmy." That is 
by pretending to be a minister of peace he shall 
destroy many by his delegated pQwer over, heri- 
tics. " He shall stand up against the Prince 
of Princes." This is the Anti-christ spoken of 
by John, see 1 John 2. 18, '' Little children, it 
is the last time; aad as ye have heard that An- 
Ji-christ shall come, even now are there many 
anti-christs-; whereby we know that it is the 
last time." Against the Prince of Princes, can­ 
not apply to Mahomet, for he did not stand up 
against Christ nor the high Priest, as Mr. C. 
calls the prince 'of the covenant " But he shall 
be broken without hand." I answer, he must be 
broken by the stone cut out without hands, see 
Daniel ii. 34, 35, " Thou sawest till that a stone 
was cut out wnhouthands, which smote the image 
upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and 
brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the 
clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of 
the summer threshing floors; and the wind car­ 
ried them away that no place was found for 
them: and the stone that smote the image be­ 
came a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth." which carries away aH the kingdoms of 
the earth, and sets up the kingdom of Christ 
which will stand forever. 
' Mr. Smith and Mr. Cambell admit that the 
2300 days will end in 1843. And then Mahom- 
etism will be destroyed. The Jews return, &p. 
Very well, I will show that the Papal beast will 
be destroyed at the same time, and that Christ 
will come at the same time, and if ever the 
Jews return it must be at the same time, when 
the false prophet is destroyed: see Rev. xix. 20, 
" And the beast was taken, and with him the 
false prophet that wrought miracles before him, 
with which he deceived them that had the mark 
of the beast, and them that worshipped his im­ 
age. These both were cast alive into a lake of 
fire burning with brimstone." This text shows 
their destruction to be at- one time. Wow the 
coming of Christ. See 2 Thes. ii.8, ** And then 
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom tKe Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming'." 
This text proves that Christ will come inhis glo­ 
ry before the beast will be destroyed, meaning 
Papacy. See also, Daniei vii; 21,22, " I beheld, 
and the same horn made war with the saints, 
and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient 
of days came, and judgment was given tov the 
saints of the Most High; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom." See al­ 
so Dan. vii. 9, 10,13,14, « I beheld till the
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thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of j If then the Jews are to return to their own land 
days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, j and build Jerusalem again, it cannot be until the 
and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his gospel dispensation is finished, or " the times rf 
throne was like the fiery fiame,and his wheels as the Gentiles be fulfilled." For while the gospel 
burning fire. A fiery stream issued, and came i dispensation lasts, if they continue not in unbe- 

from before him : thousand thousands minis- lief, they are grafted in among-the Gentiles, and
are all one in Christ. And as long as they are 
without faith they cannot please God, and of 
course cnnnot be the people of God. Paul ar­ 
gues the above in the llth chapter of Koinans.

tered unto him.and ten thousand times ten thou­ 
sand stood before him : the judgment was set, and 
die books were opened. 1 saw in the night vi- 
ions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the An-. Where in the New Testament can a single pas- 
cierxt of days, and they brought him near before sage be brought to prove the return of the Jews
him. And there was given liiro dominion, and 
glory, a'nd a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages should serve him : his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed.' Will Mr. Phelps.or his promptors, 
Smith or Cambell, tell us what these tests mean 
if it is not Christ's coming. ' 

The Jews' return. See Luke xxi. 24—28, 
" And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations: 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen­ 
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth dis­ 
tress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring; Men's hear's failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which 
ara coming on the earth ; for the powers of heav­ 
en shall be shaken- And then shall they see 
the Son of man coming 1:1 a cloud, with power 
and great glory. And when these things begin 
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redempiiou draweth nigh." This 
proves that Jerusalem shall be trodden down or 
possessed by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
'Gentiles be fulfilled. See Rom. ii. 9, 10, 
"Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil; of the Jew first, and also of the 
Cbntile, But glory, honor, and peace, to every 
man that worketh good; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Gentile." We see by this text that 
the time of the Gentile? carries us to the 
end of the gospel dispensation. And if old Je­ 
rusalem is ever built again it cannot be until the
-end of the gospel day. See Rom. xi. 25,26,
*' For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, (lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits.) that blindness fn part is 
happened to Israel, «»l'l the fulness of the Gen­ 
tiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be 
saved; as it is written, There shall come out of 
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungod­ 
liness from Jacob." When the fulness of the 
Gentiles become in, then all Israel (spiritually) 
sfial! be saved. Isa. vj. 3, " And one cried un- 
t£ another, and said, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of hosts: the whole earlh is full of his glory." 
" His glory is the fulness of the whole earth." 
[i. e. Gentiles.] Eph. i. 9, JO, also 23, "Hav­ 
ing made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure, which he hath 
purposed in himself: That, in the dispensation 
of the tHness of times, he might gather together 
in one till things in Christ, both which are in 
Heaven, and which are on earth, even in kirn :" 
'* Which, is his body, the fulness of him that fill 
eth all in all."

By these and similar texts We are taught that 
the gospel church, among the Gentiles, is the 
fulness of Christ, and the times of the Gentiles 
canst of course be thn fulness of the gospel day.

to their own land? .And if it is not in the New 
Testament, what biblical rule has any one to say 
that it remains to be fulfilled ? If you say the 
Lord will set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, Isa. xr. 11, 
" And it shall come to pass in that day, lhat the 
Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, which shall 
be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the 
islands of the sea." If this means the Jews.then 
it was fulfilled in tjhe 'return of the Jews from 
Babylon.

I. They .were redeemed from Egypt. See 
Deut. vii. 8, xv. 15, " But because the Lord 
loved you, and because he would keep the oath 
which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the 
Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and 
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from 
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt." " And 
thou shah remember ibat thou wast a bondman 
in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy God re­ 
deemed thee : therefore I command thee this 
thing lo-Jay." 1 Chron. xvii. 21, *' And what 
one nation in the earth is like thy people Israel, 
whom God went to redeem to be his own people, 
to make thee a name of greatness and terrible- 
ness, by driving out nations from before thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed out of Egypt?"

If. They were redeemed from Babylon. See 
Ezra ii. 1, " Now these are the children of tlie 
province that went up out of captivity, of those 
which had'been carried away, whom Nebuchad­ 
nezzar the king of Babylon had carried away 
unto Babylon, and came again unto Jerusalem 
and Judah. every one unto his city: " Neb. i.
8—10, " Remember, I beseech thee, the word 
that tbou commandest thy servant Moses, saying, 
If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among 
the nations: But if ye turn unto me, and keep 
my commandments, and do them, though these 
were of you cast out into the uttermost part of 
the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, 
and will bring them uflto the place that I have 
chosen to set niy name there. Now these are 
tbv servants, and thy people, whom thou hast 
redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong 
hand." Dan. ix. S, 15, "In the first year of 
his reign I Daniel understood by books the num­ 
ber of the years, whereof the word of ihe Lord 
came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would 
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 
Jerusalem." '* And now, O Lord our God, that 
hast brought thy people forth out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee re­ 
nown, as at this day, we have sinned, we have 
done wickedly." Micah m 10, "Be in pain, 
and labor tp bring forth, O daughter of Zion, 
like a woman in travail: for now shall thou go 
forth out of the city, and thou shall; dwell in the 
field, and thou shall go even to Babyto»: there

shall thou be delivered ; there the Lord shall ie- 
deem thee from the hand of thine enemies."

If his means spiritual Israel, then why look 
for thet Jew's return? True, God will redeem 
his people [spiritually] the second time.

I. From sin by regeneration through faiih. 
Heb. ix. 15, " And for ibis cause he is the me­ 
diator of the new testament, that by mean* of 
death, for ihe redemption of the transgression 
that were under the first testament, they which 
are called might receive the promise o! eternal 
inheritance." Tilus ii. 14, *• Who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from ail iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zeal­ 
ous of good works." Fs. csxx. 8, " And he 
shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities."

H, From Death by the power of God in the 
resurrection. Hosea x'iii. 14, " I will ransom 
thee from the power of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death: O death,I will be thy plague?; 
O grave, I wj!J be iby deslruclion; repeniante 
shall be hid from mine eyes." Horn. viii. 23, 
"And not only they, but oursehes also, which 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we our­ 
selves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." 
So let Alr.Smith and Cambell.take which dilem­ 

ma they please, I have shown by the plain scrip­ 
ture that the SON OF MAN must come at the time 
specified, Dan. viii. 14, " And he said unto me? 
Unto two thousand and three hundred days; 
then sha/f the sanctuary be cleansed." And! as 
it is the main object of these writers to try to 
support a " Millenium'" before Christ's second 
coming, I challenge them all or either, to prove 
it by the Bible, and nothing but Bible; )et them 
keep to the point. WM. MILLEH.

Destruction of the World by Fire.

The following "view " and ""commentary" 
is from Dr. Macknight, on the Epistles. Dr. 
Macknight wa£ a very learned orthodox com­ 
mentator of the last century. He agrees with 
Mr. Miller, in his doctrine of the destruction of 
the world by fire.

Illustration ofZ PcttrS: 1,14. 
The apostle informed the brethren, lhat his de­ 

sign in writing both his epistles, was to bring to 
their remembrance the doctrines and precept* 
deliveved by the prophets and apostles; because 
it was ibe roost effectual method of preserving 
them from being seduced by false teachers, ver. 
I.—Wherefore, as one of the greatest of these 
men's errors was, their denying the coming of 
Christ to judge the world and destroy this mun­ 
dane system, he desired ihe brethren to recollect 
what the holy prophets anciemly had spoken, to­ 
gether with the commandments of the apostles 
of Christ 10 their disciples, to prepare for and to 
expect these events, ver. 2.—But, lest they might 
think Christ was to come to judgment immedi­ 
ately, he told them they were to know this, (bat 
in the last aye of the world scoffers will arise in 
the chureh itself, who, though they may pretend 
to believe the revelations of God, (see ver. 5,) 
will be infideJs at heart, ver. 3.—and who, be-1* 
cause Christ's coming was so long delayed, will 
ridicule the promise of his coming as a mere fa­ 
ble, and from the permanency of the mundane 
system, without any alteration since ihe begin­ 
ning, will argue that the*e is no probability of 
its being ever destroyed, ver. 4.—But io shew
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the fallacy of these reasonings, the apostle ob­ 
served, that such atheistical Christians are wil­ 
fully ignorant of Moses's doctrine concerning 
the making of the heavens and the earth of water, 
and concerning the earth's subsisting by water 
through the power of the word of God, ver. 5,— 
and concerning the destruction of the old world 
by the same word of Ggd, through his overflow­ 
ing it with water, ver. 6-—Wherefore, the world 
having been once destroyed, as well as made, by 
the word of God) there is a possibility that H may 
be destroyed by him a second time. This con­ 
clusion following clearly from the Mosaic history, 
the apostle did not think it necessary to mention 
it. But to shew the certainty of the destruction 
of the mundane system, he assured the brethren, 
and all mankind, that the world is no more to he 
destroyed by water but by fire ; beirig defended 
from deluges, and kept safely to be destroyed by 
fire at the day of judgment, ver. 7.—This argu­ 
ment 'being founded on experience, was unan­ 
swerable.

The apostle, it seems, foresaw, that on account 
of the day of judgment's being so long delayed, 
the scoffers would charge Christ with a want of 
faithfulness, or want of power to perform his 
promise. He therefore assured the brethren, 
that God's purposes are not affected by any du­ 
ration whatever. One day is with the Lord as 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. His purposes are accomplished with as 
much certainly, however long delayed, as if they 
had been executed the very day they were de­ 
clared, ver. 8.—Further, he assured them, that 
Christ does not delay his coming, either because 
he has forgotten his promise, or because he wants 
power to do what he hath promised, but merely 
with a view to afford sinners space for repentance, 
ver. 9,; that his coming will be sudden and un­ 
expected, and occasion inexpressible terror to 
infidels; that after the judgment, the heavens 
and the earth, and all the works of God and man 
upon the earth, shall be utterly burnt, ver. 10. ; 
land that, knowing these things, believers ought 
always to live in a godly manner, ver. 11.— 
looking for, and earnestly desiring the coming 
of the day of the Lord, in which the heavens be­ 
ing set on fire, &.c. ver. 152.—But though the 
world is thus to be burnt, the apostle declared, 
that he with ail the godly, according to God's 
promise, expected a new heaven and a new 
earth, in which the righteous are to dwell for 
ever, ver. 13.—Wherefore he exhorted the faith­ 
ful, in the expectation of an abode in that happy 
country, to endeavor earnestly to be found 
blameless by Christ at his coming, ver. 14.

COMMENTARY.
CHAP. III.—1 Beloved, this second epistle f 

now write to you, in which two epistles my design 
\is to stir up your sincere mind to the practice of 
'every virtue, by bringing to your remembrance 
some things which ye know;

2 Even to recollect the predictions before 
spoken by the holy prophets, Enoch (Jude, ver. 
H, 15.), David (Psal. 1. 1—6. Ixxv. 8.) and 
Daniel (xii. 2.), concerning the power and com­ 
ing of Christ to judgment; also tlte com.ma.nd- 
ment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviourt 
to prepare for that event, which we delivered to 
you as his commandments.

3 But that your faith in the prophetic word 
|may not he shaken, ye are to know this first of 
all, that scoffers will arise in the last part of the 
days of the world, walking afUr their own lasts.

4 And saying, wJiere is his promised coming 
to raise the dead, and to destroy the earth I 
For from the time of the death of the first race 
of mcM, all the parts of the mundane system 
continue as they were at their first creation. 
Christ's coming, therefore, is a delusion.

5 But this wilfully escapes the scoffers, (who, 
from the stability of all the parts of the uni­ 
verse, argue against the creation and destruc­ 
tion of the world), that, according to Moses, the 
aerial heavens were at the beginning, and the 
earth made of water, and through water the 
earth subsists, and all by the word of God. See 
John i. 3.

fi By whom the then created world, being 
overfiuwedwit/i water, perished before it was two 
thousand years old.

7 But though the destruction of the old world 
by water shews that the present world may be 
destroyed, I do not say it will be destroyed by 
water. The present Aeocens am/ earth, by the, 
same word who destroyed the old world, are 
treasured up and preserved from a deluge, for 
the purpose of being burnt \vnhfire at the day 
of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

8 Do not hearken to those who, from Christ's 
delaying, argue that he will never come. But 
this one thing remember, beloved, that the Lord's 
purposes are not affected by any duration, 
whether short or long; because nothing can 
happen to hinder their execution.

9 The Lard, who hath promised to come, 
doth not delay his coming to destroy the world, 
for the reason supposed by some; namely, that 
he U not able to do what he hath promised ; but 
he delays his coming, that he may exercise long- 
suffering towards vs t not desiring that any 
should perish, but that all should Aoce att oppor­ 
tunity of repenting.

10 However long it may be delayed, as a thief 
in the night cometh suddenly and unexpectedly, 
the day of the Lord will come; in which the at­ 
mosphere of air being set on fire, (ver. 12.), 
shall pass atcay with a prodigious noise, and 
the elements of which it is composed, burning, 
shall be disunited, and the eartht and the works 
thereon, both of God and man, being set on fire 
by the flaming air, shall be utterly consumed.

11 Seeing then the heavens and the earth, and 
all the works thereon, art to be burned, what 
sort of persons ought ye to be ? Certainly such 
as by holy behavior towards men, and piety to­ 
wards God, show that ye

12 Are expecting and earnestly desiring the 
coming of the day appointed of God, in which 
the atmosphere, (ver. 10. note 'A.), being set on 
fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements, of which 
this terraqueous globe is composed, burning, 
shall be melted into one fluid mass of fire, so that 
an end will be put to its existence in its present 
form.

13 Nevertheless, according to God's promise 
to Abraham, (as explained Isa, i&v. 17.), we 
who believe, firmly expect the creation of new 
heavens and of a new eartht wherein righteous 
men shall dwell for ever.

14 Wherefore^ beloved, firmly expecting the 
coming of Christ to destroy the present mundane 
system, and to create a new heaven and earth, 
earnestly endeavor t:> be found if Ci'irl-t .tp»f- 
less and irreproachable, consequently in peace 
with him.

'A LECTURE ON THE SIGNS OF THE 
PRESENT TIMES.
BY WILLIAM MILLER.

But cun ye not discern ilie eigns ef the times 1 Malt. xti. 3.

OUR text is a question proposed by Christ to 
the Pharisees and Sadduces, at a time when 
they came to him, tempting him for a sign from 
beai-en; and is a reproof upon them for iheir 
unbelief in the signs already given by the Old 
Testaments writers, which they professed to be- 
iieve, and which were actually fulfilling before 
their eyes, yet disregarded. The Pharisees and 
Sadduces were two of the most learned and pop­ 
ular sects among the Jews ; many of them were 
scribes, lawyers, doctors, and teachers of the 
law; yet so perfectly blinded, that they could 
not or would not apply the most simple rules of 
interpretation to the law or prophets. They 
would apply the rules of common observation 
and common sense to the weather, but neither 
the one nor the other were used in und^ersiand- 
ing the Scriptures. They were well versed in 
the sltill to te!l the weather for the morrow, but 
had no skill in the promises, prophecies, and 
word of God. " When it is evening, ye say it 
will be'fair weather, for the sky is red; and in 
the morning, it will be foul -weather to-day, for 
the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites! 
ye can discern the face of the sky, but can ye 
not (by the same simple rule) discern the sig'ts 
of the times?"

All the signs given in the word of God con . 
cerning the firstcoming and person of the Messi­ 
ah, were fulfilling before their eyes; yet they 
were denmnumg more and greater signs from 
heaven. Christ had, and was then performing 
mirracles which no man on earth could perform, 
and they ascribed it to the power of Beeiz^bub. 
No evidence had or could be presented, which 
they were not ready to evade or deny ; and yet 
they claimed all the learning, all the wisdom, 
and all the piety of that day. This was the 
character of those whom Christ calls hypocrites, 
and to whom he addresses the question, " But 
can ye not discern the signs of the times?" 
And happy would it have been for us, who live 
in this day of gospel light, when the gospel 
shines with greater effulgence than at any other 
period of lime since the world began, if hypocri­ 
sy had died with the Pharisees and Sadducces; 
but it was not so. Any man, of common ca­ 
pacity of mind, who can divest himself of preju­ 
dice, or who will try to see the character of man 
as developed at the present day in mailers of 
faith, will discover the-same unbe/ief, the same 
disregard, the same taunting, tempting spirit, con­ 
cerning the second coming of the Messiah, as 
the Pharisees and SadduceeS manifested in their 
conduct and conversation with our blessed Ke- 
deemer. And the question may with equal 
propriety, and I fear with tenfold force, be put to 
us at this day, if Christ was here, as then. And 
I have much reason to fear, that many may be 
found among our great, learned, teachers of di­ 
vine things, who would receive from our divine 
Master the same reproof, were he as then a 
a teacher among us. "Let him that thinkeih 
he standeth take heed, lest he fall." I shall, 
then, in treating on this subject, use my text as 
a reproof to us.

I. I sltnll show a number ttf signs which the 
Jews had in that day, as evidences of Jesus be­ 
ing the true Messiah.
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II. Show the signs that Jesus Christ, the 
prophets, and apostles have given us of his 
second coining, now fulfiling in this day in 
which we live.

Under toy first head, the signs of Jesus being | 
the true Messiah, were,

1. The universal peace at his birth. Ofihi> 
l*aiah li. 3, 4, had prophesied 760 years before. 
' And many people shall go and say, Come ye. 

mid let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will 
leach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths ; for out of Ziori shall go forth the law, and 
ins word of the Lord from Jerusalem, And be 
fchall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people; and they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more." 
This prophecy was accomplished at his birth. 
For the temple of Janus was shut ihe very year 
our Savior was born, winch denoted universal 
peace; and this mast have been known to the 
Jewish rulers. Also the doctrines of Jesus Christ 
Uught that they should forgive and pray for 
their enemies, and learn war no more. " Peace 
ou earlh and good will to men," was sung by 
the heavenly band when they announced the 
birth of the Savior in the city of David.

2. The star that appeared and guided the 
wise men to the place oi his nativity, prophesied 
of by Balaam, Num. xxiv. 17. " There shall 
come a star out of Jacob," &c. ,

3. A root out of Jesse. Isa. xi. 10, " In thai 
day there shail be a root out of Jesse, which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it 
shall the Gentiles seek," &c. That he was a 
descendant of David was well known to the Jews, 
for they were very scrupulous in their genealo­ 
gies, and fro*^ the fact thai he was born in the 
city of David when his parents went up to be 
Vised where their names were enrolled.

4. Born of a virgin. Isa. vii, 14, "Therefore 
'he Lord himseH" shall give you a sign. Behold, 
i virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel." This was evidently 
fulfiled.

5. At Bethelem. Micah v. 2, "But thou 
Bethelem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting." This was fulfiied, according to 
their own showing, to the wise men from the 
cast.

and Jerusalem went into the wilderness to John, 
and of course must have seen this sign,

10. Coming suddenly to his temple. Mal. 
iii. 1, " And th.3 Lord whom ye seek shall sud­ 
denly come to his temple." For the fulfilment 
uf this prophecy, read Jyhn vii, II—14, "Then 
the Jews 'auught him at the feast, and said, 
Where is he? Now about the midst of the feast 
Jesus went up into the temple and taught."

11. The gospel preached. Isaiah Ixi. 1, "The 
spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good ti­ 
dings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind 
up the brok en-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
iiaptive, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound."

12. The covenant confirmed one week or sev­ 
en years. Daniel 
firm the covenant
John preached three years and a half, and Christ 
three and a half.

13. The blind see. Isa. xlii. 7, "Toopen 
the bli.-id eyes, to bring out the prisoners from 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of 
the prison-house."

14 The lame walk. Isaiah xxxv. 6, " Then 
shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue

ix. 27, " And he shall con- 
with many for one week."

of the dumb sing." 
15. The deaf hear. Isaiah xxxv. 5, " Then

6. Herod slaying all the children in Belhelem, 
from two years old and under, prophesied of by 
Jeremiah, xxxi. 15, " A voice was heard in Ea- 
mah, lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachael 
weeping for herchildren," &e. This must have 
been known in all Judea.

7. Land forsaken of both her kings. Isa. vii. 
18, " For before the child shall know to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land that thou 
abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings." 
Herod and his successor both died before Jesus, 
was of the comman age to refuse the evil and 
choose the good.

8. Called out of Egypt. Hosea xi. 1, "And 
called my son out of Egypt."

9. His forerunner, John. Isa. xl. 3, " The 
voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,'Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God." AH Judea

she eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall he unstopped."

16. The dead are raised, l&aiah xsvi. 19, 
" And the earth shall cast out the dead."

17. His humility when on trial. Isaiah liii. 
7; " He was oppressed, and he was afflicted; 
yet he opened not his mouth. He is brought as 
a larnb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.

IS, The manner and circumstances of his 
death. Psalm xxii. 13—IS, "They gaped up­ 
on me with their mouths as a ravening and a 
roaring lion. I am poured out as water and all 
my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; 
it is melted in the midst of my bowels. My 
strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my 
tongue cleaveth to my jaws, and thou hast 
brought me into the dust of death. For dogs 
have compassed me; the assembly of the wick­ 
ed have enclosed me: they pierced my hands 
and my feet; I may tell all my bones ; they 
look and stare upon me. They part my garments 
among them, and cast lots upon my vesture." 
This Psalm was indited more than 1000 years 
before Christ's crucifixion, and yet every word 
had an exact and literal accomplishment in that 
transaction, and the Jews saw it.

19. His resurrection. Psalm xvi. 10, " For 
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt 
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption."

20 The pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of pentecost. Joel ii. 28, " And it shall 
come to pass afterward that I will pour out my

your sons and you 
your old men shall

spirit upon all flesh ; and 
daughters shall prophesy ; 
dream dreams, your young men shall- see 

The apostle told them that this scrip-visions.
ture was fuifited at the day of pentecost, and 
this transaction was well known to the Jews. 

21. The fulfilment of the seventy weeks spok­ 
en of by Daniel, ix. 24—27, which I have shown 
in ^former lecture, was accomplished tft a day. 
And the Jews well understood it; for Caiaphas, 
being high priest that year; said to the Jews, 
" Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that'it is

expedient for us that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not. 
And this spake he not of himself, but being high 
priest that year he prophesied (or taught the 
prophecy in Daniel) that Jesus should die for 
that nation, and not for that nation only, but 
that also he should gather together in one the 
children of God that were scattered abroad." 
John xi. 49—52.
This evidence was well understood among the 
rulers of the Jews ; yet notwithstanding ail this 
scripture was fuHiled before their faces, and all 
these signs were actually accomplished in the 
short space of thirty-five years, and a cioud of 
witnesses testifying to all these facts, and they 
themselves had to consent that notable miracles 
had been done, they believed not. Well may 
you say, dear hearer, that they deserved wrath, 
and God was just in destroying their nation and 
place. But bow is it with us ? Do we believe 
in that word which we blame them for rejecting ? 
Are we clear of the sin of unbelief? The Jews 
were looking for a temporal king and kingdom. 
And are not we looking for a temporal millen­ 
nium—one in which the Christians will have 
the rule of the world ? Let us see to it that we 
do not stumble at the same stumbling-stone; 
possibly we may have carnal notions as well as 
ihey. Therefore, let us inquire,

If. What signs are now fulfilmg, which are 
given us by Christ, the prophets, or apostles, of 
his secgnd coming and glorious reign ? And,

1. Christ tells us, Matt. xxiv. 14, " This gos­ 
pel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world as a witness, and then shall the end come." 
Is not»jhis sign already accomplished? Bible 
translated into more than 200 different lan­ 
guages; missionaries sent among all the nations 
known to us on the globe, and reformation suc­ 
ceeding reformation in every town, nook or cor­ 
ner in this land. The gospel has now spread 
over the four quartes«of the globe. Il began in 
Asia. In the apostles' (toys, that quarter was 
full of light. From thence it went into Africa ; 
and, for a number of centuries, Africa stretched 
out her hands unto God. Europe, too, has had 
a long visitation of gospel blessings ; and now 
America, the last quarter of the globe, is reaping 
a harvest of souls for the last day. The gospel, 
like the sun, arose in the east, and will set in 
the west.

2. The pouring out of the Holy Spirit, and 
last reign of grace. Daniel tells us, after Bona­ 
parte should come to his end, and none should 
help him, xii. 1, "And at that time shall Mi­ 
chael stand up, the great prince which standeth 
for the children of thy people." This I have 
shown, in a former lecture, is the same angel 
that stood upon the waters of the river, clothed 
in linen, Danel xii. 6; also the same angel that 
John saw, Eev. s. 1—6, standing, his right foot 
upon the sea, and his left upon the earth, and in 
his hand a little book open. This angel told 
John that he must " prophesy again before many 
people, and nations, and tongues, and kings; 
meaning that the gospel must again he published 
as it had been in the apostolic days. And then 
would this angel lift his hand to heaven, and 
swear by him that Hveth forever and ever, that 
time should be no longer. Again, Jainss'says, 
v. 7, 8, " Be patient, therefore, brethen, unto 
the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husband­ 
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, .until he receive the
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early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; es­ 
tablish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." And now, can any man, who 
has any knowledge of the present times, deny 
that God has poured out his spirit, in a remark­ 
able manner, for twenty years past? Has not 
the gospel been spread in as rapid and extensive 
a manner, as in the apostolic day ? Has not op­ 
position and persecution of the kings of the earth, 
of the woman that sitteth on many waters, the 
sea, been in a great measure kept in check and 
powerless, by some invisible pou'er,sorne mighty 
arm, until the servants of God should be sealed, 
the latter rain of grace descend, and God's pur­ 
poses completed concerning this latter day ? 
Here, then, we have a clear an,d visible sign, 
that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

3. "Many running to and fro." This is anoth­ 
er important and evident sign of the end. Dan. 
xii. 4, *• But tbou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words 
and seal the book, even to the time of the end. 
Many shall run to and fro." Whether the proph­ 
et means to be understood, " many shall run to 
and fro" in a religious sense, or in a civil or 
temporal sense, or whether he means in both, is 
perfectly immaterial for my purpose. All must 
acknowledge, that this text is remarkably fulfiled 
in this day, in either point of view. If it means 
missionaries of the cross, no man. can dispute the 
fulfilment. Seethe heralds of salvation crossing 
and re-crossing on every part of the habitable 
globe. If it means common travellers, or the 
rapid means of travel, still our text holds good, 
and the fulfilment obvious. No man, unless he 
is wilfully ignorant, can deny that this sign is 
not actually and literally fulfiled.

4. The great increase of knowledge given in 
the same text as above. " Even to the time of 
the end many shall run to and fro, and knowl­ 
edge shall be increased." View this in any 
point you please, whether theological or scien- 
tifical, it is literally true ; in this day of inven­ 
tion and improvement, knowledge increases. 
"What of the fifty different moral societies, which 
have become generalin the Christian world? 
Is there no increase of knowledge in OUT Bible 
societies, Sabbath schools, Tract societies, tem­ 
perance societies, and a catalogue of others for 
moial reform ? What can we say of all the in­ 
ventions in the arts ? What of all the improve­ 
ments in science ? In all this, is it not very ev­ 
ident that this sign is now fulfiling to the very 
letter ?

5. The great increase of riches, and desire for 
laying up worldly treasures, as described by 
James v. 1—3, " Go to, now, ye rich men, weep 
and howl for your miseries that shall come upon 
you ; your riches are corrupted, and your gar­ 
ments "are moth-eaten; your gold and silver is 
cankered, and the rust of them shall be a witness 
;against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were 
fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the 
last days." When, since the writer of this epis­ 
tle was on earth, has there been such an increase 
of gold and silver, and treasures of this life, as 
at this day? Our rich men are laying up their 
gold, silver, and treasures hi abundance. But, 
as though this individual exertion for riches 
would not completely fulfil our text, they have 
entered into all manner of companies and mo- 
.nopolies, to "heap treasure together." When, 
ia the history of the world, can there be shown 
so many banking institutions as now? When 
so much insurance capital as is heaped together

at this day ? Are^ not our rich men perfectly in­ 
fatuated with stocks of all kinds? And monopo­ 
ly is the order of the day; to grind down the 
poor, and heap treasure together ibc the last days, 
Can any man, v/ho has any knowledge ot these 
things, deny that this sign of the last days is not 
evidently accomplished ? Go to, ye rich men, 
weep and howl, for your miseries are cotne upop 
you.

6 The unwillingness of men to hear sound 
doctrine, taught us by Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 1—4, " I 
charge the, therefore, before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his kingdom. For 
the time will come, when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having itch­ 
ing ears; and they shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables."

My brethren, need I say one word on this pas­ 
sage? There is none of you so blind, but you see 
that this passage does actually describe the most 
fashionable preaching of the present day. How 
many thousands do run after that kind of preach­ 
ing which is only relating fables, and that doc­ 
trine which gives all power to man?

7 Scoffers, saying, "Where is the promise 
of his coming?" as Peter informs us in his 
2 Epistle, Hi. 3, 4, " Knowing this fitst, that 
there,shall come in the last days scoffers, walk 
ing after their own lusts, and saying, where is 
the promise of his coming ? For, since the fa­ 
thers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation." A 
right understanding of this text would show us, 
at once, that many of us, who fancy we are in 
the highway to heaven, are belonging to this 
class of scoffers. First, they walk after their 
own lusts; tbat is, after their own carnal no­ 
tions concerning the coming of Christ. They 
say all things will continue as they were from 
the creation ; they must have a temporal millen­ 
nium ; man must be married and given in mar­ 
riage ; the world will not be burnt, and My 
Lord delayeth his coming, some say a thousand 
years, and some say 365,000 years, and all the 
moral change that takes place on our earth, will 
be performed by the agency of man. Therefore, 
many scoff and ridicule the idea , that Scripture 
tells of the second coming of Christ, the man­ 
ner, object, and time. And many are willing­ 
ly ignorant; will not hear or read on this subject.

8. " Perilous times," as described in 2 Tim. 
Hi. 1—7, " This know, also, that, in the last 
days, perilous times shall come; for men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un­ 
thankful, unholy, without natural aSection, 
truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God, having the form of godliness, but deny­ 
ing the power thereof; from such turn away. 
For of this sort are they which creep into houses, 
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts, ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth."

What better description of domestic and pub-j 
tic society could we expect from the most close 
observer of private characters, domestic circles,! 
and public societies of our times, than is 'here 
riven ? One would conclude, had he found this 
n any other book but the Bible,, that it was a

modern writer, well acquainted with the human 
heart, and the generations now on the earth.

9. " Departing from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils, speak­ 
ing lies in hypocrisy ; having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron ; forbidding.to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats." Thus 
Paul tells Timothy, 1 Epistle, iv. 1—3, " Now 
the spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith"," &c. 
This, we must acknowledge, has been, and now 
is fulfilling. The whole, almost, of the Christian, 
world have departed, or changed their faith with­ 
in fifteen years; seducing spirits are evidently 
at work; hypocrites are multiplying among us; 
Roman Catholics, Shakers, Pilgrims, Fanny 
Wright, Owen, and others forbid to marry. Ro­ 
man Catholics, and many others among us are 
teaching to abstain from meats and drinks, which. 
God hath created to be receivd with thanksgiv­ 
ing of them which believe and know the truth.

10. False teachers, making merchandise of 
the gospel. See 2 Peter ii. 1—3. " But there 
were false prophets, also, among the people; 
even as their shall be false teachers among you, 
who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction ; and 
many shall follow their permcioua ways, by rea­ 
son of whom the way of truth shall be evil spo­ 
ken of; and through covelousness shall they, 
with feigned words, make merchandise of you, 
whose judgment of a long time lingereth not,, 
and their damnation slumbereth not." The- 
apostle then goes on to show, that, as it was im 
the days of Noah and Lot, so it would be in the- 
days of these false teachers; one generation^ 
would not pass off before the judgment woulA 
overtake them, who make merchandise of the- 
gospel, and like Balaam, who loved the wage* 
of unrighteousness.

11. Jude gives us a sign, 4 to 19 verses, in­ 
clusive, " How they told you there should be* 
mockers in the last time, who should walk after 
their own ungodly lusts; these be they who 
separate themselves, sensual, having not the 
Spirit." Some preachers deny the agency of 
the Spirit in regeneration.

12. Christ gives a sign in Luke xxi. 25—28,. 
** And there shall be signs in' the sun, and in the- 
moon, and in the stars; and, upon the earth,, 
distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and:J 
the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them forr 
feat, and for looking for those things which are- 
coming on the earth; for the powers of the heav« 
ens shall be shaken ; and then shall they see the- 
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power andi 
great glory. And when these things begin to* 
come to pass, then look up, and lift up your- 
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.

13. Christ gives another sign in Matt. xxiv.. 
23, 24, " Then, if any man shall say unto you, 
Lo, here is Christ, or there, believe it not; for 
there shall arise false Christsand false prophet?, 
and shall show great signs and wonders, inso­ 
much that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 
the very elect. There can be no doubt of this 
sign being fulfiled.

14. The fulfilment of the parable ttf the ten 
virgins—the midnight cry has gone forth from 
every quarter of God's moral vineyard, ** Be- 
iold, the bridegroom cometh." The world Jm 
>een, and are now, "trimming their Jamr/*;** 
witnen the Bible translated into all language**;
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the Bible societies sending Bibles to every na­ 
tion and family on the earth, the Sabbath schools 
and Bible classes studying its sacred precepts.

15. The scattering of the holy people, and di­ 
vision of sects, as prophesied of by Daniel, xii. 
7, "And when he shall have accomplished to 
scatter the power of the holy people, ail these 
things shall be finished." This prophecy is now 
ful filing in a remarkable manner. Not one sect, 
who profess holmes", but are divided and subdi­ 
vided into contending schisms, and that, too, 
within twenty years.

16. The division of the political world, as 
prophesied of by John, Rev. xvi. 12—16, "And 
I saw three unclean spirits, like frogs, come out 
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the momh of the false 
prophet, for they are the spirits of devils, work­ 
ing1 miracles, which go forth unto the kings of 
the earth and of the whole world, to galhec them 
to the battle of the great day of God Almighty." 
—and 19th verse, " And the great city was di­ 
vided into three parts, sine! the cities of the na­ 
tions fell." That these spirits are political, is 
evident, from the fad that they come out of the 
mouth of the dragon, (kings.) and beast, (Cath­ 
olic,) false prophet, (Mahometan,) and unclean, 
signifying they are not holy things. This proph­ 
ecy is now accomplishing. What nation, with­ 
in our knowledge, is not already divided into 
three political parties? None, which is in any 
way known to your speaker.

17. The church has fulfiled her 1260 yenrs in 
the wilderness, spoken of in Rev. xii. 6, 14, 
" And the woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she hath a place prepared of God, that they 
should feed her there a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days." These days were evi­ 
dently accomplished in 1798, since which time 
the Protestant church has enjoyed privileges 
even in the city of nations, the Roman empire; 
and, according to DanieE, forty-five years will 
complete the whole plan of redemption.

18. The two witnesses prove that the 1260 
years are ended; for it is evident that the Old 
and New Testament are not now hid nor kept 
from the common people, but have arisen from 
their dead state,'and are now performing the of­ 
fice God designed they should, conveying- light 
to the world. They are not clothed in sackcloth, 
but, through the missionaries of the cross, and 
Bible societies, are testifying to the world of 
Christ and his second coming.

19. The civil power of anti-Christ is destroy­ 
ed, and the 1260 years, in which she was to rule 
over kings, and tread the church under foot, was 
completed in 1798, when the French army took 
the Pope a prisoner, and erected Italy into a re­ 
public. ; since which time the Pope has exercis­ 
ed but little or no power over kings, or the Pro­ 
testant church, and she is evidently sinking by 
the weight of her own corruptions.

20. It is very evident that the sixth trumpet 
has sounded, and the 391 years will be complet­ 
ed in 1S39, when ihe 7th trumpet will begin to 
sound, and the mystery of God will be finished, 
all that he hath "declared to his servants the 
prophets. If the fall of the Eastern empire at 
Constantinople was included in the sixth trumpet, 
which all the principal commentators, whom I 
have consulted, agree in, and that trumpet was 
prepared to sound an hour, a day, a month, and 
a year, which makes according- to the reckoning 
of time in John's prophecy, 391 years and 15

days, then the sixth trumpet is almost finished. 
The whole appearance strengthens this exposi­ 
tion of the text; for the power of the Turks has 
diminished more rapidly within fifteen years, 
than any politician, however anxious he could 
have been for the event, could have anticipated.

21. The opening of the sixth seal, revealed 
in the sixth and seventh chapters of Revelaion, 
was open in the French revolution, and carries 
us thro' a scaling time unto the opening of the 
seventh seal, which ushers us before the judg­ 
ment seat of God. No one can deny but that, 
since the revolution in France, a sealing time 
has passed ; many have been born inio the spir­ 
itual kingdom of Christ, more than has ever 
been known, in the same period of time, since 
the apostles' days. This seal, then, is evidently 
opened, and is a strong evidence that the book 
of life wilt soon be opened, and the dead will be 
judged out of the things written in the books.

22. The sixth vial was poured out about the 
year 1822, when the Ottoman power began to 
be dried up. This is an important sign that we 
are on the brink of the judgment day. Rev. xvi. 
12, "And the sixth angel poured out his vial up­ 
on the great river Euphrates; and the waters 
thereof were dried up, that the way of the kings 
of the east might be prepared." This prepara­ 
tion is for the last great battle, which will take 
place at the pouring out of the seventh vial, in 
the year 1839 or 40. At the pouring out of the 
seventh vial, a voice from the throne will pro­ 
nounce the word, It is done. The kingdoms of 
the earth arid governments of the world will be 
carried away, and their places not found. Eve­ 
ry writer, of any note, will and have applied this 
vial to the Turkish government, and of course 
must acknowledge that this vial is poured out, 
for the power of the Turkish government is but 
little more than a name, and the strength of the 
Ottoman power dried up,

23. Another evidence is Daniel's resurrec­ 
tion at the end of the 1335 days. This evidence 
is very plain and evident, for Daniel says, xii. 
11—13, " And from the time that the daily sac­ 
rifice f hall be taken away, and the abomination 
that rnaketh desolate set up, there shall be a 
thousand two hundred and ninety days." This 
cannot be the Jewish sacrifice; for if so, 
then it must have been fulfilled about five hun­ 
dred years past; and as no event took place 
then which would warrant us in so understand­ 
ing it, I can see no rational objection to under­ 
stand this daily sacrifice to mean Pagan rites 
and sacrifices, which was the original beast of 
which the abomination of desolation was only an 
image, and, as I have shown in a former lec­ 
ture, was to continue six hundred and sixty six 
years, and as Paul tells us, that when he was 
taken out of the way, the man of sin would be 
revealed, agreeing in language with Daniel. I 
think the proof is strong that from the taking 
away of Pagan worship, A. D. 508, to the end 
of the Papal civil power, would be 1290 years, 
which would end in the year 17,98, and thus 
agree with all of John's numbers in Revelation. 
And then Daniel says, or the angel to Daniel, 
" Blessed is he that waiteth and cometh to the 
thousand three hundred and five and thirty 
days." Thus add 1335 to 508, will bring us 
down to the year A. D. 1843. " But go thou 
thy way till the end be, for thou shall rest and 
stand in thy lot at the end of the days." And 
"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the

first resurrection." Then Daniel will stand in 
his lot, and Job will stand on the earth in the 
latter day.

24. Daniel's vision of 2300 days long. I 
have in some former lectures shown clearly that 
Daniel's vision concerning the four great mon­ 
archies which were or were to come, included 
the whole history of the world, so far as God 
saw fit to reveal it, down to the judgment day, 
and the coming of the Son of Man in the 
clouds. I then showed that the question was 
asked, how long should be this vision. The 
answer was given-—2300 days. I then proved 
that days were to be counted years, by the com­ 
mand of God, by the example of Jacob, and by 
the fulfilment of a part of the vision. I then 
showed you when this vision began by the an­ 
gel Gabriel's own declaration, who was com­ 
manded to instruct Daniel in the vision. Ac­ 
cording to this instruction I showed you that 
490 years were accomplished of this vision, to a 
day, at the crucifixion of Christ, both events 
happening on the 12th day of the first month, 
490 years apart. And then I inquired, that if 
490 years of 2300 was fulfilled when our Sav­ 
ior was crucified, how much of the vision re­ 
mained after his death. I answered, 1810 
years. I then inquired, what year after his 
birth that would be ; and the answer was, in the 
year 1843. I then begged the privilege, and do 
now, for any person to show me any failure of 
proof on this point, or where, possibly, according 
to Scripture, there may be a failure in the calcu­ 
lation I have made on this vision. I have not 
yet, by seventeen years' study,been able to dis­ 
cover where I might fail.

Lastly. Another sign of the las*, day you 
will find given by Paul, 1 Thess. v. 2, 3, " For 
yourselves know perfectly, that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when 
they shall say, Peace and safely, then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon 
a woman with child ; and they shall not escape." 
Compare 2 Peter ii. 17—22.

The doctrine of peace and safety, and that 
there is no punishment in the future state, had 
but few or no advocates, until very recently. I 
am not certain but the first preacher of this soul- 
destroying doctrine is now living; and they 
now boast of their multitudes of followers and 
advocates. There have been, in past ages, a 
few who preached the doctrine of ihe restoration 
of all men, after a suitable punishment in hell; 
but to modern Um wrsa&ifc belongs the invention 
0f preaching " peace and safety when sudden 
destruction cometh." If this sign is not fulfilled 
in the preachers of this order at this time, I ask, 
How can it be fulfilled ? and what must the doc­ 
trine of those be who preach "peace and safe­ 
ty"? Surely, no human being can invent a 
doctrine so full of [promised} " peace and safe­ 
ty" to the wicked as this ; and no other denom­ 
ination on our globe ever have opposed the doc­ 
trine of the coming of Christ, the judgment day, 
and future punishments, but the modern TJni- 
versalists ; and if this is the doctrine that Paul 
had reference to in our text, as, I am fully satis­ 
fied, every candid and religious mind must and 
will allow, then we may reasonably suppose 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, and they 
shall not escape."

Therefore, my dear reader, I shall now, with 
few closing remarks, leave you to your own re­ 
flections.



SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

The Jews had twenty-one signs in the 
Scriptures given them of the first coming and 
person of Jesus Christ; yet many rejected him 
as an impostor. You say, if you had lived in 
that day, yon would have believed; and you in 
in your hearts condemn them as a hardened 
race of unbelievers ; and notwithstanding their 
great pretence to piety, you say they were justly 
denounced by oar Savior as a generation of vi­ 
pers and a band of hypocrites. Bat, my hear­ 
ers, be careful your own hearts do not condemn 
you for your unbelief in the signs which the 
prophets, Christ, and the apostles have given 
you as tokens of his second coming and the 
judgment day. I have brought from the word 
of God twenty-five signs of his second coming, 
end of the world, and judgment day, and all ap­ 
parently fulfilled within the age of many pres­ 
ent, or fulfilling nowbefore your eyes. And do 
you believe.? Manv of you profess to be pious; 
many of you say," Lord, Lord ! But do you 
believe his word ? Are you willing to risk your 
life, your character, your all, on his word?-or 
are you fearful and unbelieving? Now js the 
time to try men's souls. Now, if you wish to be 

\ sare, examine closely, and see whether your 
faith will stand in the day of trial which is com­ 
ing; yes, has already come, in a thousand 
ways, to draw you from the gospel of Christ to 
another new gospel, which is not the gospel of 

_God. " Can ye not discern, the signs of the 
times ?" Let me give you one rule by which 
you may know a false doctrine. They may 
have .many good things, in their creeds, they 
may be very plausible in their arguments, and 
after alt deceive you. But examine them close­ 
ly, and you will find they will deny, ridicule, or 
try to do away some prominent doctrine of the 
Bible, such as the divinity of Christ, his second 
coming, office of the Holy Spirit, eternal pun­ 
ishment, doctrine of grace, election, conviction 
for sin, regeneration, repentance or faith. And 
when you hear or see them make light or scoff 
at anything of this kind in the word "of God, go 
not after them, nor bid them God speed. " Can 
ye not discern the signs of the times?"

And to you, impenitent friends, God has at 
all tim.es given you warning of Ins approaching 
judgments. If you repent, believe his word, 
and break off your sins by, righteousness, he is 
faithful and just to forgive you your sins. Why 
not take warning by the past I Is there no ex­ 
ample for you? Look at the. antediluvian 
world, Sodom and Gomorrah, Nineveh, Baby­ 
lon, Jerusalem, and .the once enlighted Asia, 
now worse than in heathenish darkness. Will 
God punish nations and not individuals ? This 
cannot be, for nations are composed of individu­ 
als ; and God is just, for he hath appointed a 
day in which he will judge the worfd in right­ 
eousness. '* Can ye not discern the signs of 
the times ?" Will God's word fail of being ac­ 
complished ? Can you show a single instance ? 
Why not listen, then, to the warning and ad­ 
monitions, to the calls and invitations, to the ex­ 
amples and precepts contained therein £ '^Can 
ye not discern the signs .of the times ?" Will 
God^cut of the unbelieving Pharisee for not dis­ 
cerning the signs of the times, and let you, with 
two-fold more light, go free ? No : how can 
ye escape, if you neglect this great salvation? 
Watch, then, " the signs of the times." I say, 
Watch. J

AN ILLUSTRATION
OF THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE SECOND EPISTLE 

OF PAVlr-^TO THE THESSALONIANS, FROM 

MACKNIGHT ON THE EPISTLES.

IT seems, the messenger who carried the apos­ 
tle's first letter to the Tliessalonians had inform­ 
ed him, that they were exceedingly strengthened 
by it, a'nd bare the persecution, which still con­ 
tinued as violent as ever, with admirable con­ 
stancy.—This good news was so acceptable to 
Paul and his assistants, that they began their 
second letter with telling the Thessalonians, 
they thought themselves bound to return thanks 
to God for their increasing faith and love, ver. 3. 
—and that they boaeted of their ^faith and pa­ 
tience, iii all the persecutions which they endur­ 
ed, to- other churches, ver. 4. (probably the 
churches oK Acbaia,) in expectation, no.doubt, 
that their example would have a happy influence 
on these churches, in leading them lo exercise 
the like faith and patience under sufferingsr— 
And, for the encouragement~of the suffering 
Thessalonians, the apostle observed, that their 
behavior under persecution demonstrated God's 
righteousness-in having called them, notwith­ 
standing they were of the Gentile race, into the 
gospel dispensation, ver. 5.—Yet it was just in 
God to punish their Jewish persecutors, by send­ 
ing tribulation upon them, ver. 6.—white he was 
to bestow on the Thessalonians a share in his 
rest, along with the beiieving Jews, when Christ 
will return from heaven with his mighty angels, 
ver, 7.—to punish all who know- not God, and 
who obey not the gospel of his Son, ver. 8.— 
with everlasting destruction, by flaming fire,-is­ 
suing from his presence, ver. 9,—The apostJe 
adds, that, at the judgment of the world, Christ 
wilt be glorified by the ministry of the angels, 
who shall put his sentences in execulion,and be 
adrnired.by all who bejieve, and, among the rest, 
by the Thessalonians, ver, 10..—And in this per­ 
suasion, he always prayed that the behavior of 
the Thfissajonians might he sucli as would in­ 
duce God to judge them worthy of the gospel, 
whereby they were called to eternal life; and 
also to perfect in them jhu work of faith with 
power, ver, 11.—That, on the one hand, the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ might be glorifi­ 
ed through ihem by their persevering in the 
faith of the gospel, even when persecuted ; and, 
on the other, that they might be glorified through 
him, by the virtues which they were enabled to 
exercise, in a degree proportioned to the grace 
of God, and of Christ, bestowed upon them; for 
these virtues would excite in the mind* of their 
persecutors, the highest admiration of their char­ 
acter, \erse 12.

COMMENTARY.

CHAP. I.—I Paul, and Silas, and Timothy, 
to the churck of the 1'hessalen'ians, which is in 
subjection to the tr«e God our Father, whereby 
it is distinguished from an assembly of idolatrous 
Gentiles, and in subjection to the Lord Jesns 
Christ, whereby it is distinguished from a syna­ 
gogue of unbelieving Jews.

2 May virtuous dispositions be multiplied to 
you, with, complete happiness from God oar com­ 
mon Father? and from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the Father dispenses these blessings to 
men.

3. We, who in our former letter, (iii. 12.) 
prayed the Lord to fill you-with faith and love, 
are bound to thank God always concerning you, 
brethren, as is fit • because, agreeably te> our

prayers, your faith in the gospel growttli exceed­ 
ingly, notwithstanding the persecution which ye 
suffer, and because the lave, of every one of you 
all towards one another nboundcth;

4. So that we ourselves boast of you ID the 
churches o/*GW planted hy us in these parts, en 
account of your singular pylience and faith, un­ 
der all the persecutions, and under all the afflic­ 
tions vjiich ye sustain, whether from your own 
countrymen, or from the unbelieving Jews in 
your city,

5 This your exemplary faith and patience 
under persecution, we told the cliurclies, is a 
demonstration- of'the righteous judgment of God 
who counted you Gentiles worthy of the kingdom 
of God, into which he hath called you, (1 Thes. 
ii. 12.) anil,/«r which ye even suffer.

6 Mattei hstanding God is justified by your 
patience in suffering, he reckons it right to give 
in return affliction to them who afflict you. This 
I,declare, to terrify your persecutors,;

7 And to comfort you who suffer, J add, that 
God reckons it right to give to yon Gentiles who 
are afflicted, eternal • happiness with us Jews, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed as the Son 
of God, by coming from heaven with his 
mighty angels;

8 Inflicting punishment with Jlaming fire on 
the hrathens who do not acknowledge God, but 
worship idols; and on them who believe not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, when preach­ 
ed to them; or who, though they profess to be­ 
lieve it, obey not its precepts.

9 These wicked men, being raised from the 
dead, shall suffer punishment, even everlasting" 
destruction, by fire issuing from the presence of 
the JUord; the fiery cloud by which the presence 
of tbe Lord will be rendered illustrious; andl 
from that glorious token of his power as Judge.--

10 This punishment shall fall on the wrcketfr;, 
in that day when Christ shall come from heaven* 
the second time, not to be despised and crucifi­ 
ed, but to be glorified through the ministry off 
AM holy angels, who will put his sentences irr-i 
execution ; and to be exceedingly admired by< 
all the believers, on account of his justice and! 
power; and, among the rest, by you Thessalo- 
nians, because our testimony concerning Jesus 
was believed by you.

- 11 O» which account «/so we always prayn 
concerning you, that our God may have reason* 
tojifdgf you worthy of the calling into his king­ 
dom, ver. 5., by which he hath given you an op­ 
portunity of obtaining eternal life; and tliat he- 
may effectually accomplish all the good inclina­ 
tion of his goodness in you, and carry the work? 
of faith to perfection, by his powerful assist­ 
ance:

12 That the power of our master Jesu&Ghrist 
may be displayed to your persecutors, through 
you on \vtiom he hath bestowed such fortitude 
and zeal; and that ye may appear honorable in 
their eyes through him, in proportion to the de-- 
gree in witch these virtues have been wrought 
in' you by the grace af our God, and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 
MR. MILLER will commence a course'of Leclwrea in 

the Baptist churcll in Walertown tbe fir»t Sabtmtlt m MarcN;- 
and will commence another course in Portland, Me. tbe 1 lib 
of March, at the Christian chapel, in Caeco st.

LECTURES AT THE MARLBORO* CHAPEI-
Mr. MilWa Lecture* at the M. C. have ijcen very fully 

attended. Tbe influence produced Ims been very geneial 
throughout ttiecitj—and so far a» we hut* (*ert,< r can Writ 
from otberi, it has been mhihtry and glorious.
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THE "SIGNS OF THE TIMfiS,"
In accordance with the with of th* numerous friend* of Mr. 

AltUer and (lie en us* be advocates, we have concluded to ime 
the "SIGNS Of THE TIMES," semi-monihly for one 
year.

The main object of the Paper will be to illuxlrate and ex­ 
plain U»« Prophecies ; particularly, those winch relate to the 
" Second Coming- of Christ."

Mr. M liter will furnieh much of the matter. Others who 
pffilwaee hi* view* will also write for the (taper. Those, wm> 
opp.-M*e hi* system will have MM equal chance to btt heard. 
We shall give both aides, when it is desirable, or when jus- 
ttce require* it.

TERMS. One DoRar a year in advance. The second 
number will be issued on the 15th of April,

DIRECTIONS.

1. All communication* designed for the "Signs of the 
Time*," should Us directed Post Paid, to J. V. HIMES, 
Boston Maw.

2. Letters on bus i tie* • xhouU be addressed to the publish­ 
ers, DOW £c JACKSON,

14 Devonshire St. Boston.

A CLERICAL ASSERTION !
Rev, Parson* Cook ofLjnn, asserts in the "Puritan," 

that Mr. Miller'8 Lecture* arc more defiiorahxing than the 
Theatre!!

We should be gUd to hear from those Societies with whom 
Mr. Miller ha* Lectured. Will they lell us whether this 
charge in Jriiet What have been [heeffects of Mr. Miller'* 
labor* among them 1 Brethren, pk»ise t«l us hear goon*

course of Lecture* on the second coming of Christ 
will commence next Sabbath afternoon, 22d insl. at Chardon 
~t. Chapel. ___________________

TURKISH EMPIRE—EGYPT AND THE FOUR
POWERS OF EUKOPE. 

By the Great Western, we have fresh intelligence from
• the East. The following tacts are token from the Mercau- 

'.tite Journal. —
It was said dkkt the four great powers of Europe, viz :

•England, France, Austria and Kuesia, hud determined to in.
lerlere in the quarrel between Turkey and Egypt, and main- 

Main the integrity of the Turkish Empire. Mehemet Ah, 
thowever, was obstinate, and refused to relinquish (wssesision

<>f Syria, which had eosthwn so much blood and treasure —
• and was raiding an immense army to oppose the designs of
•ihe great powers. It was feared that a bloody contest would 
' be the con«quence. The following is from the London Times
•of Feb. 19:

" It would appear that the Eastern question was again as­ 
suming a threatening aspect. It was feared in the best in- 
: formed circles of Paris on Monday th il the reply (if the Rus­ 
sian Cabinet to the ultimatum of the British Government, 
tpreaented to M. Brunow, an.l by him forwarded to St. Peters­ 
burg last week, would not admit of the s|»eedy adjustment 
of the quarrel between Mehemet Ali and the Porte; A pri-
•vaie letter from Constantinople, dated the 27th ult., received 
« a high quarter, calculates on the resumption of hostilities

•-by 'Ibrahim immediately on his learning that an attempt 
would be m.xde to coerce his father.*'

Again, the Editor remarks In relation to MKHF.HKT Act,
•"This extraordinary tain does not seem willing to submit 
quietly W tire dictation of the allied powers of Europe. He 
is making extensive preparations fur an obstinate resistance,

•both by sea and land. His resources are great ; his energy 
iis well known — and the military character of his son Ifcra- 
hitn, who commands his armies in Syria, has rarely been 
ega-tlled in the East. Every thing portends a sanguinary 
«trug;le— hut Mehemet will have to succumb at last. He 
will not be able to contend successfully w-th all the furees 
brought against him. In a late conversation with Cilonel 
Hodges, the English Consul, he expressed himself as follows: 

"The power* ot Europe wish to drive me to the last ex­ 
tremity. Well, I accept the challenge. — Alone, I am ready 
to (ace die danger, no matter from what quarter il may 
come. I am conscious of the va*ne*i and inequality, of the 
struggle—but I prefer a thousand tiiaas to succumb u-tcler 
the efforts of Europe leagued against life, than submit to her 
tuuuliaiiag conditions. I shall break, if it be *o decreed, 
but 1 will not bend like a weak reed.—I will not belie my- 
t«'.f at the close of my career. I have risen and maintained

myself by war. War may still save me. I ihaH make war 
smce I am forced to it, and fight it out to the last. If I fall, 
it wilt be witbghwy, and the shame of my reVeravBywtU over­ 
whelm those who drew them ofl me, in return for my raodera- ' 
tion after * brilliant victory, and fur my condescension *> . 
obey their dictates."

Then turning to M. Ccichelet, the French Coiuul, who had 
spoke of territorial concessions, the spirited old man continu­ 
ed with emphasis, "I will n« yield a hair's breadth'."

In another article the Editor gives us hi* view* of the 
nhole matter in short.

The dispute between -Turkey and • Egypt is not settled — 
an.] MeheJtet Ali ueadily refuses to give up his conquests to 
the Ottoman Porte. But if the four great Euro peart powers 
were actuated t>y a determination to maintain the integrity of 
the Ottoman Empire, and unanimity should prevail among 
them, ihey would so-wi bring matters to a satisfactory close. 
Bat (he jealousies which have for some time p*»t existed

by the spirit of 
*wils, to tpke op my

UCTOM, and proclaim these tbfltfa to A dying aad periihioj 
world.

The first time I ever spake in public on thU suliject was in

account of *»y long and sore trait, 'Suffice it to say that 
after a number of years, [ w«? 
God, the power of truth *nd

the year 1332. The Lord poured hi* on the congrega­ 'i* (fag6
tion and many believed to th* salvation ortaeir touts. From' 
that day to this, doors. bave t*en opened \o joe, to proclaim 
ihi* doctrine of the second coning of Christ, among; almost 
all denominations, so that 1 b**e not been mble to comply 
witb but a small portion of the caJts. . 1 will BOW speak of 
the •tifecta, as far as I am ablcrto judge. 1 have leciared ia 
the states of New, York, Vermont, Massachusetts, .New 
Hampshire, Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania^ and Canada. 
In every place, 1 think, two good effect* have faeeft produced. 
The church has been awakened to study, and the Bible ha* 
t>cen read with mote, interest. In many, and I might *ay al­ 
most in every place a revival of religion hm followed, which 
Ins lasted, for months. la&Wity in many case* -das been

between Russia on the one hand, and England and France j made to yield her iron grasp on the mind of many an iadivid- 
onthe other, seems to have increased, anfl it i* feared mil ual. Deism has yielded lo the train of God'* word, and many

"" *«*—•'«-- • men of strong mind* have acknowledged, that the oeripture* 
must be of Divine origin. The «*ndy foundation or vamr*

prevent art amicable termination of tttese 
indeed they mav lead to hostilities between the gr 
of Europe, and bring on if general war.

These are the facts as given by one of enr political editors 
whu is by no means in favor 'of Mr. Miller's theory. Yet,' bod th*ir spiders web broken, and have got a hope more sure

salistn has been *haj»n ia every place where it could be 
reached by an attendance on the whole course of lectures- 
And hundreds of men of sound minds and strong powers have

all that are accquainted witb |]M view* of Mr. Miller on this 
subject, know that the above fact*, and statement* fully con­ 
firm l|is illustrations.

Tim nations are begilifting to be angry already, and the 
tin>e of God's Wrath is near.—See Rev. xi, 18. Extensive 
preparations are being made by England, Russia, Egypt, 
France and Austria, for a sanguinary strtnjgh;.

Mr. Miller thinks this will be the last great battle ix-fore 
the coming of Christ. See Rer. xvi. 12; 16.—"BehoW'I 
come as a thief, Blessed i* he that watcheth and keepelh hi* 
garment* lest he walk naked and they see hi* shame."

L"ETTBR PROM MR. MILLER—NO. I.

BOSTON, FEB. 26, 
Mr DEAR BROTHER, You ask me to give you some ac­ 

count of the manner in which my mind was led into ihe doc* 
trine whtcli has drawn down upon me so much virulence from 
ihe several sects of the present day ; and also the effect that 
has been produced, so far as I may liave witnessed i'» opera' 
lions* where it has been proclaimed 1 I answer :—When I 
was young my mind was led into the doctrine of Deism, from 
ihe fact, that the advocates of the Bible, did, alnost all ac­ 
knowledge that God hnd revealed himself jn a mysterious and 
dark manner; especinllyin all those passages which relate to 
[he future, lo establish faith or suppoi t hope- 1 tben argued, 
that as God required faith in his word, and denounced sore 
and heavy judgments on (hose who Itelieved not, without a 
distinction .of any particular part'of his revealed will, he 
could neither be wise, good, nor a God of love, to demand 
impossibilities of his creature's, and then punish them for dis­ 
obedience. And to have faith in what we could not under­ 
stand, would be a blind faith, and the very height of folly. 
In Ihe year 1816, by the operation of God's spirit I was 
brought to *ee ray lost condition, the Savior of sinners, and, 
in one word, to believe in that book, which, for twelve year* 
I had labored to destroy- Alter which, my loriner arguments 
were presented against me; and then I came to the decision, 
that although my conclusions were just, the fault must be in 
tny premises. Upon mature examination I was constrained 
to believe that the revelation of God could not be so mysteri­ 
ous as represented by some of its advocates. And therefore, 
I laid by all commentaries, former view-* an.l prepossessions, 
and determined to read and try to understand for myself. I 
then began the reading of the Bible in a methodical master; 
and by comparing scrip lure with scripture, and taking notice 
of the manner of propheeying, and how it was fulfilled,- (so 
much as Iwtd received its accomplishment,) I found that pro­ 
phecy liad been literally fulfilled, after unnerswinding the 
figures, and metaphors by which God had more clearly illus­ 
trated the mjiijecia conveyed in said prophecies. I found on 
a close and cartful .examination of the scriptures, that God 
had explained all the figures and metaphors in the Bible, ->r 
had given us rules for their explanation. And in so doing, I 
found to my joy, and as I mutt with everlasting gratitude to 
God, th.u tlie Bible contained a system of revealed truths, so, 
clearly a-id simply given, (hat the " wayfaring man though a 
foot seed not err therein " And I discovered that God had 
in his Word revealed " limes and seasons ;" and in every 
oast where time had been revealed, everv event was accom­ 
plished as predicted, (except the case of N ineveh, in Jonah) 
in the time and manner; therefore 1 believed all would be 
accomplished*

I found >u going through with the Bible, the end of all 
things was clearly and emphatically predicted, botn as to 
time and manner. I believed; and immediately the duty to 
publish this doctrine, that the world might believe and get 
ready to maeltue- judge and bridegroom at his coining, was 
impressed upon my mind. I need not here go into a detailed

in an experimental knowledge of the justice of Ggd, and the 
forgiveness of sin, through the Rood and sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. As proof of the truth of tne above facts, I would 
refer you to. ibe maiu false report* which Uaiversa!wts and 
Infidels have mdu*tmosly circulated in their periodicals and 
papers, concerning me and my yjews. The " hundred years 
mistake.11 The "not seHistg ray nwnt," and the "rail 
fence," fee. &c. Stories too foolish fbr children to credit 
are promulgated an facts, sufficient to destroy the whole truth 
which is fairly proved by the word of God and history of ages 
part. Why use such blae and weak argument* 1 Because 
the goddess Diana is in danger- It is evidence strong as 
holy writ, that when men use weak arguments and false pro­ 
ductions, their cause is weak, and their foundation is trem­ 
bling.

Furthermore. I ha*sj Been fully convinced, that (be effect* 
of the promulgation ol this doctrine on those who candidly 
hear, produce* no Hole examination of the evidence of their 
hopes, founded ttpon the word of Hfcpimioo. The tradition* 
uf men too are brought before the pubUc and tried hv the un­ 
erring rule of God's word: such as a '* temporal Millttuwn." 
The " /ew>Y return." In one word, in a moral point of 
view, every effect is good; and if ever there i* a *' midnight 
cry " made, the effect nmst be similar lo the ooe now pro­ 
duced, or it cannot have a scriptural fulfilment- "Then all 
those virgins arone and trimmed \\vat tamps." If this doc­ 
trine does not make men search the scriptures (lamp) I can­ 
not conceive what would. One more effect I will mention. 
In every place where I have been, the most pious, devoted, 
and living members of the churches do most readily embrace 
the views thus proclaimed. While the worldling professor, 
Ibe pbarisee, ihe bigot, the proud, haughty and selfish, gooff 
at and ridicule the doctrine of the second coming of Christ.

And if ever Peter's word, in his 2 Epistle, can be fulfilled, 
surely it is so now. " Knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last day* scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 
and saying where is the promise of bis coining, for since tike 
fathers fell asleep, nil things continue a* they were from the 
creation." Every word ofthis sign is literally fulfilled. In 
every place where I have been, the Infidel, the Universalwt, 
and many whu would be called teachers in our several sects of 
limitarians, before they arc convicted, can all meet on the 
broad ground of scoffing, ridicule and falsehood, to put dowu 
the doctrine which they are not prepared to meet. And 
even meet the Univprsalists on the ground that the Judgment 
day was past at Jerusalem, rather than believe this thrilling 
doctrine of immediate accountability. Me Knight thinks these 
scoffers will be in the church; how true is it so fulfilled. I 
have often blushed to see the hardihood of our priests who 
take (he ground of "my Lord delayeth his coming," and 
publicly advocate the doctrine that it is a long while yet to 
come. ""And shall begin to smite his fellow servants." Hear 
them, calling all manner of name*", "false prophet," "vision-^ 
ary fanatic," "crazy old man," &c. ** And to eat and drink 
with the drunken." Joinany other doctrine, however repug­ 
nant to their ereeds, rather than confetti to this. '• Pilate 
and Herod can make friends" agatTist this doctrine of the 
coming of Christ.

And it cannot be doubted, by rational minds, that the proud 
and would-be popular clergy of the present day are opposing 
almost all the moral reformers of the age, and even the word 
of God, until they become popular with their several congre­ 
gations. It is no wonder that our friend Garrison, and other 
reformers are hated and pereectHfed by these servants wlxi 
first go and inquire of their rich and worldly parishioners, 
whether this, or that doctrine, would suit their minds. 
" How can ye believe which receive honor one of another, 
and seek not the honor which cometh from God only." Let 
Christ and their own conscience be their accusers.

I remain as ever yours, 
Elder J.V.HiMK.8.

WM. MILLER.
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